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January 2008 
NEWSLETTER 

 
As we ready for the start of a New Year, the AMERICAN CALLERS Board would like to wish all of you a very 
Merry Christmas and a HAPPY New Year and hope all have a great holiday season.  Our hope is that 2008 will 
bring everyone bigger classes and more dancers. We need your help with address changes. Please let the 
ACA office know if your address or email changes. Without this information we spend extra time and money 
getting the newsletter and other things to you. Your help in this matter would be most appreciated. 
 
American Callers has a board member position to fill. This will be a two-year term to start in 2008.  We ask that 
members that want to run for this place on the board to contact this office.  Once we have the list of candidates 
to run for the board position we will mail out ballots for all to vote. 
 
The requirements for candidate to the board are as follows:    
 1.  You have to be a member of ACA for three years. 
 2.  You must have been actively calling at least one dance a week and teaching new dancers for 
       five years or more.                   
            3.  You must have a member of ACA in good standing sign a petition for you to run for the board. 
      Any member of the board can run again if they choose.  Anyone that has run for the board before 
      is qualified and can run. Please contact the ACA office if you wish to run for the board again. 
 
 

HELP                                        HELP      HELP 
We always welcome help with things to put in the newsletter. If you would like to write an article that we can 
use in the newsletter, we would welcome it, or if you want to write a couple of pages of choreography to be 
posted on the web page this will  help.  Remember the choreography will have to be written with calls that are 
listed on the American Callers “One Floor Program.”  Two new pages of choreography are posted on the 
internet each month.  So help us and let everyone know what a great choreographer you are.  The notes on 
the web page are free to any caller that  wants to download them. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
         Show Low,  AZ 
 
Experienced Caller needed for the White Mountains Rim Rompers Square Dance Club.  You'll love living in the 
cool pines during the summer and our mild winters (with moderate snow hopefully for Christmas).  Has four 
seasons, couldn't find a better place to live and work. 
For more information please call Chuck at 928-367-2462 or Dutch at 928-537-7117. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ACCREDITED CALLER TRAINING SPECIALIST 

Committee 
This committee has been appointed by the American Callers board and will handle applications for accredited 
caller (coach) training specialist. The duty of this committee will be to verify that the candidates are qualified. 
Once the committee is through with their work, the board of American Callers will have to approve the 
candidate and present the accredited certificate.  This accreditation will remain in effect as long as the caller 
has life and is a member of American Callers.  The committee members will be Henry Israel, John Saunders 
and Jim Woolsey. 
 



                           
 

BRONC WISE 
 

American Callers is pleased to announce that Bronc Wise has been appointed as the liaison for ACA in 
Europe.  Bronc got involved with New-Beat productions about three years ago. He writes a callers’ note service 
each month and produces music for New-Beat.  He has constant communication with callers throughout the 
world. 
  

Quotes from an Email from Bronc:  
  
From a dancing/calling standpoint, things are a bit different. The system throughout Scandinavia 
works like this.  People take a basic class. The basic level is not taught by a “caller” per se. The 
classes are taught by “Club Callers.”  These are basically dancers who take a caller school and then 
teach classes.  The classes last two semesters.  (Mid-September to the first of December, then Mid-
January to the first of May.)   The next year, they take another 2 semesters. The first semester is to 
learn MS and the second is to learn Plus (this varies from club to club –some take as long as 4 years 
to go to Plus!). When they go to a Saturday dance, the dances are generally structured B,M,B,P. 
 
The callers and higher-ups in the associations are crying that their dances are getting smaller. No one 
seems to notice that the Basic dancer (supposedly there are tons of them, however, most basic 
dancers struggle to get 1 square) is afraid to go to the (BMBP) dance, and the Plus dancer feels 
cheated by the fact they get to dance 1 tip per hour.  Mort seem to think that this system slows down 
the “rush to Plus.” However the floor is full of dancers for the Plus tips. As soon as that tip ends, the 
Plus people stumble over their own feet running from the floor so they don’t have to dance the Basic 
tip.  This has to make the Basic people feel unwelcome, and it simply “advertises” Plus as the level to 
strive for. So, as far as stopping the “rush to Plus.” I feel it has exactly the opposite effect. 
 
I have been arguing against this system for some time. The biggest resistance is from the callers. 
Their argument is that the Plus dancer can dance the Basic and MS tips. The simple fact that they 
can’t seem to see is: They don’t want to. .As far as the MS dancer is concerned, it doesn’t matter 
because MS has basically ceased to exist (Germany has historically had a strong MS program, but 
that’s changing.) They just pass through MS to go to Plus. 
 
Simply moving calls around on an existing list doesn’t help. It only compounds the problem by 
perpetuating the issues I mentioned in the preceding paragraphs. A “0ne Floor Program” is a viable 
answer to the problem. It may not be the total solution, but we definitely need a change from 
something that stopped working about 10 years ago. All successful businesses make changes to 
keep up with the changing tastes of their customers. So, I suppose the question is: Why haven’t we 
changed with the times? 
 
The big push now is for ABC. I truly believe was a good idea. If nothing else, it gives some good 
guidelines on how to do a decent one night stand. As well as giving the ‘casual dancer” (another 
entity that doesn’t exist-yet...) somewhere to dance once and while. But, as I feared the “marketing 
tool” is quickly becoming another level. Just what we need... 
 
I run 3 caller schools a year. They are all for callers who wish to improve their skills.  My schools are 
very successful. We do the usual caller-school stuff, but I also spend time talking about alternative 
calling methods, Social issues, dealing with personality problems (such as marital issues, personality 
flaws, etc.) and other practical matters.  
 
If you would like to contact Bronc, the email address is bronc@new-beat.net . 
 
 



  
 
 

A Return to Square Dancing 
The ACA Proposal 

 
 Today there is an uneasy consensus among dancers & callers which holds that square 
dancing is neither as it used to be nor what it ought to be. We all agree that, while there are not as 
many callers as twenty years ago, there are even fewer dancers.  The one thing that none of us can 
deny is that we no longer have the once copious flow of new students into our square dance classes 
that we enjoyed in years past.  The flow has shrunk to a trickle or none at all. The truth is that the one 
and two square clubs that we have today would not have been considered a good “basement group” 
in the 1970s.  Beyond these areas of accord and mutual commiseration, we began to diverge and 
quibble.  We can agree that something is wrong and in talking to people that have quit square 
dancing, it’s not hard to figure out.  We can agree on what is wrong, but not what to do about it.  At 
the moment we are doing relatively little or nothing about it and the downward trend continues. 
 
The sad truth is that there is a quick fix  for the ills that have been building up over the past two 
decades while we waited for things to improve.   It did not happen.  Until all of us agree upon, and put 
into effect, an effective and workable course of action, the decline in square dancing will not only 
continue, it will worsen. 
 
The American Callers Association (ACA) has applied logic, facts, experience and reason to the 
problem of our shrinking numbers and has come up with a workable and effective solution.  Do away 
with existing barriers between dancers and return to the days of the undesignated dancer.   In other 
words, we should discard the present Basic, Mainstream and Plus list.  We should replace these 
levels, lists, programs or whatever with a program of square dance choreography that can be 
mastered in a reasonable amount of time and that will include the very best and most useful calls.  By 
doing so, we can bring all dancers back together on one floor and put the fun back in square dancing. 
 
No longer will dancers be labeled and categorized in a divisive manner.  No longer will dancers be 
forced to spend inordinate lengths of time in classes to become a square dancer and not be 
welcomed by existing dancers.  (This will put 95% of all dancers back together.)  We should 
condense the current list of Basic, Mainstream and Plus into one single, sensible, and manageable 
program which need be called merely “Square Dancing.”  
  
There will always be advanced and challenge, but we do not build from those levels.  If we don’t put 
them in at the bottom, they cannot take them to the top. With no new dancers the top looks very dim.  
More dancers is what we all need for everyone. 
 
American Callers Association is not only furnishing the concept, we have also worked out the details.  
Reviewing tapes of recent dances held in many areas of the country, the information showed that 
ninety-five percent of the dances were called with 50 or less calls. The calls were in terms of 
frequency of use and the popularity that dominates our square dance choreography.  The 
determination of these calls was made in an entirely objective manner, with no preconceived bias 
toward or against any call. 
 
Using these analytical studies as a basis, American Callers has developed a recommended list of 
calls, including the order in which they can be taught during the learning cycle that forms the keystone 
of the “One Floor Program.” 
 

(over) 
 
 



 
 
 
 Remember this is a recommended list and it can be improved even more.  
The “One Floor Program” can be downloaded from our web page www.americancallers.com.   
 
Obviously, this solution will require a degree of sacrifice and cooperation among callers and dancers 
that so far has never been achieved. Everyone is going to have to give up something in the common 
cause.   The rewards of doing so can be very great. The penalties of not doing so are even greater.  
 
 
Persons wishing to know more about the “One Floor Program” may contact Mac Letson at 
mac@americancallers.com or write to American Callers at P.O. Box 2406, Muscle Shoals Al. 35662, 
or call 256-383-7583.  Should you choose this as your program of square dancing (club, association 
or state), please furnish any caller that you have to call for you a copy of this list when you decide to 
use it.  As more input comes in, we may have changes to this proposal. If it needs to smaller we can 
do it.  The dancers we talk with like what they hear.  Callers that have been teaching by this list report 
they keep about 80% of their new dancers. Most of the callers we have talked to say that they think 
square dancing would better with just one program below advance and challenge. 
 
Some of the Advantages of the Proposal: 
 1.   Can now have more than one class per year. 
 2.   Planning a special dance is made easier. 
 3.   Brings about a better attitude and unifies the activity again. 

 4.   Makes recruiting and the retention of new dancers easier. 
         
These are just a few advantages of the one floor program, I am sure you can 
think of many more. 
Please feel free to  copy or forward this press release to anyone . 
 
 
 

                               SAD NEWS 
 

John (Jack) Busche of Louisiana passed away at the age of 75, on Monday, October 22, 2007.   
Mr. Busche was an Air Force veteran during Korea and was also a Square Dance caller for over 40 
years. 
 
Frank Bedell of Florida passed away October 16, 2007.  Frank has been one of Florida’s best callers 
for more than 50 years.  He will certainly be missed by all.  Memories of his great calling and 
friendship will be with us forever. 
 
Dale Bocklund of Texas passed away on November 20, 2007.  Dale will be missed, but his fun loving 
way of calling a dance will always be remembered. Our deepest sympathy to the families. They will all 
be missed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



BMI/ASCAP  LICENSE  
 

THROUGH 
AMERICAN CALLERS ASSOCIATION 
The National Association of Dance Leaders 
Phone:  256-383-7585; Fax:  256-383-7583 

                 E-Mail Mac @americancallers.com Web page  http://www.americancallers.com 

AMERICAN CALLERS BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
President:  Ray Brigance             Advisory Board: John Saunders    
Vice President:  Tom Davis                   Gary Shoemake, Henry Israel 
Vice President:  Paul Marcum            Education &Marketing: Pat Demerath                                                                                   
                                                 Mac Letson , Executive Director                                                                                                                                           
 
AMERICAN CALLER has two schedules:  Fifty Dances or Less and Fifty Dances or More.  (No restriction on number of dance 
events over fifty.)  The fifty or less and fifty or more fees apply ONLY  to Callers, Round Dance Teachers, and Contra Prompters.  
(The Clogging Fees are one price:  Fifty or more with no restriction on number of dance events.)  GO TO THE WEB PAGE TO 
COUNTRY-WESTERN on line registration for license for other forms of dance 
_____________________________________________________________________________  

Membership Application and BMI/ASCAP Registration 
April 1, 2008through March 31, 2009 

 
_____  Caller   _____  Rounds Teacher/Cuer _____  Contra Prompter    _____Clogging 

 
Please check one:  New Member _____ Renewal _____ 

 
Name:  _______________________________________ Spouse’s Name __________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  _______________________________  State:  ______________  Zip:  ________________ 
 
Phone:  (H)  __________________________________  (B)  _____________________________ 
 
Email Address:  _________________________________   Years Instructing:  ______________ 
 
Signature:  __________________________________________  Date:  ____________________ 
 
These licensing rates include the BMI/ASCAP fee, annual dues, and group liability insurance.  Fees listed herein are established by 
the respective BMI/ASCAP Boards. Fees are Non-Pro-rated and Non refundable.  
 
 FIFTY DANCE EVENTS (OR LESS)     $ 139.00 
 If you join After October 1, 2008           118.00 
 FIFTY DANCE EVENTS (OR MORE)     $ 179.00 
 If you join After October 1, 2008         152.00      
 CLOGGING (ONE FEE FIFTY OR MORE)    $ 179.00 
 If you join After October 1, 2008         152.00 
           
Make check payable to AMERICAN CALLERS and mail to, P. O. Box 2406, Muscle Shoals, AL  35662 
Note:  Liability coverage is $3,000,000 per member. 
Member or spouse badges are:  $5.00 each for pin back and $7.50 each for magnet back.  Price includes postage.  Badges will be 
shipped direct from our badge maker. 
For faster service, include self-addressed, business-sized, stamped envelope.  Please allow 30 days for receipt of license.  Please feel 
free to copy and distribute this application. 
 

 
 



 

USING LOAD THE BOAT. 

Load the boat has been a popular call for many years. Dancers love to do calls where the caller says a term and 
they get to do a little “routine”. They also like going “toot, toot”!!!  �  

Simple: 

HEADS square thru 4…slide thru…load the boat…swing thru…recycle…pass thru…right and left 
grand! 

SIDES touch ¼…SIDES walk and dodge…star thru…load the boat…swing thru…boys run…half 
tag…walk and dodge…partner trade…face your partner…right and left grand! 

Variation 1:    Since load the boat has a centers part and an ends part, it makes it an easy call to use in what I 
call “bits and pieces”. The ends part is very easy, but having groups of 4 doing the centers part can be rather 
tricky. Don’t expect your dancers to do it perfectly the first time. Just a thought: When you first teach load the 
boat, how about teaching just the centers part from 8 chain thru boxes? This way, people get a clear idea of 
what the centers are up to…Having people work on the centers part of load the boat is a fun thing to do for a 
workshop tip, too. 

HEADS lead right…veer left…couples circulate…tag the line…face in…GIRLS load the boat…BOYS 
square thru 4…touch ¼…girls trade…boys fold…girls U-turn back…right and left grand! 

SIDES pass the ocean…extend…girls run…tag the line…face in…BOYS load the boat…GIRLS swing 
thru…very center girls run… GIRLS tag the line… girls split the outsides, first go left, next go right 
‘round 1 to a line…pass thru… girls cross fold… touch ¼… scoot back… right and left grand! 

HEADS half sashay…HEADS, do the centers part of load the boat…right and left thru…half 
sashay…(everyone)do the centers part of load the boat…bend the line…pass the ocean…swing 
thru…GIRLS circulate…boys trade…right and left grand! 

SIDES slide thru…double pass thru…centers in…cast off ¾…pass thru…wheel and deal…GIRLS pass 
the ocean…GIRLS recycle…GIRLS, do the centers part of load the boat…touch ¼…boys trade…all 8 
circulate…turn thru…left allemande! 

Variation 2:   We can also use the call from a line where the centers are facing in and the ends are facing out. 
Remember, the ends don’t start counting their pass thrus until they move forward and meet someone. 

SIDES pass thru…sides U-turn back…SIDES square thru 2…centers in…cast off ¾…load the 
boat…sides cloverleaf…HEADS star thru…you’re home! 

HEADS star thru and spread…pass thru…wheel and deal…GIRLS turn thru…centers in…cast off 
¾…load the boat…girls cloverleaf…BOYS swing thru…extend…scoot back…girls run…pass 
thru…wheel and deal…CENTERS wheel around…right and left grand! 

Bronc Wise writes a monthly note service for New-Beat members. Drop by www.new-beat.net for more 
information. 

Bronc Wise 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


